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LIBERATION OF THE EDITOR. 

Sir Francis Bardett presented on Thursday eventag last 
to the House of Commons, a petition from the Nditor, com- 
plainiag of the circumstances, which had occurred tn his 
case, aud praying for redress, and the repeal of the Dill 
commonly known by the appellation of Sir Vieary Gibbs’ 
Gagging Bill. A discussion took place on this petition, 
tu which it is necessary to refer, as the statements reported 
in the public papers are calculated to lead to the formation 
of sume opiaions not very conformable to the truth, The 
petition contained three positions which were disputed by 
Mr. Attorney-General and Mr. Brougham. One of those 
statements was-—-that copies of the taformatton bad been 
promised the (ditor: anotiier—that the second trial was 
sled on without his knowledge—and a third, that he was 
still in prison against his inclination. To the first, the 
Attorney-General stated, that he had had no communica. 
tion with the Editor upon the subject of the copies of the 
information. This was trae, diterally: but the Attorncy- 
General must have heard the Editor upon his trial. and 
while the late Attorney-General, Mr. Garrow, was seated 
upon the Bench, state there that the Baron had promised 
him such copies: and he must have known also tiat the 
statement was not contradicted. It was therefore ¢ncorrect 
to object to the petition on that account, for the petition 
did not altribute a refusal to the present Attorncy-Gene. 
ral: it only stated that the copies had been promised, and 
were not given. And although the refusal to furnish them 
may be naw, by which the present, or any other Attorney. 
General may abide, it is not justice—it is not in the spirit 
of the laws of England—and such a statute ought to be im. 
mediately repealed, 

Phe second statement was, that the second trial was 
called on, after the Editor had been exhaustéd by his first 
fefence, Without any intimation to him, or to his solicitor. 
ay this the Attorncy-General is reported to have replied— 
that the second trial was demanded of him ta writing :— 
a it was added, that if tacgre were not enough spe cial 
PS doomed, talesmen could be called, “The petitioner even 
reemphed at the Attorney-General’s pausing before the 
B second trial came on.’ ‘Tins was recerved by Me, 
i bc with implicit confidence, as * from iong know. 

Pen <4 of him, he had every reason to believe liis State. 
; hd. and he should therefore pass over ie ** rere. 
sentation of Wooler as by no meaus correct ;”? as * the 
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{ “immediate succession of the other trial was of his own 


** seching.”? Another paper reports Mr. Brougham to 
have called the statements of the petition * dishonorable 
“ contradictions.’ Now Mr. Brougham has had some 
prictice in reconciling ‘* dishonorable contradiclions,’’ 
wiich haye been attributed to himself; and it might have 
occurred to a man of commen sense and common liberality, 
that the Attorney General was in this case a party; and. 
therefore, although entitled to credit as aman of honor, 
who would state the truth, as far as it related to his opinion, 
yet there might be a possibility that his view of the ques- 
tion at issue would be rather partial. Indeed the Attorney 
Creneral admitted afterwards that his language was received 
in a stronger sense than he had intended ; for he is reported 
in explanation to have corrected beth Mr. Brougham and 
himself. by saying, ** that His certainly was gotrg on with 
“the trial, but that Mr. Wooler’s attorney, seeing HIM 
‘* pausine, and believing that he was not ready to go on, 
‘sent hima note, demanding a warrant for proceeding im. 
** mediately .”’ Yet notwithstanding this explanation, 
which is TRUE, but which is not all the truth, Mr. 
Brougham persisted that he had understood the Attorney 
General perfectly well before, and coutinued to represent 
the petition as not deserving of credit. It is a pity this 
gentleman cannot carry his candour and his openness be. 
yond his partialities and his prejudices; but he must be 
checked in this latitude of assumption, which may operate 
to the disadvantage of others, who are more ambitious of 
the reputation of consistent integrity than himself, 

ft requires no laboured detail to place the facts in their 
true light; afew sentences, which cannot be contradicted, 
will fully explain themselves, 

Mr. Baron Garrow déd promise the Editor copies of the 
first information filed against him; and besides promised 
him all the ** ¢vdulgence”? that he could wish. Sir 8. 
Shepherd suceceded to the office—the copies were applied 
fur, to the Solicitor of the 'Preasury, who could not grant 
them: they were applied for af the Crown Oiice, and 
there they were only fo be sold; eventhe sight of them 
could not be obtained wthout a fee; and extracts were 
not to be obtained either for love, or money. This was 
the Law and Justice of the case: as for the trduleence 
that consisted in a second information, which was filed 
against the Iditor in the following week, 

Next came the TRIALS, The Editer expected them 
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in their regular ordes, and was propetre! to defend bimse'i 
upon the first charge. intending to have the ether po-t- 
poned. When he arrived in: Court, no iitimation was 
given him that the second was to precede, and he was vot 
acauiinfed with that cireumstance until he had heacd tue 
names of the second nanncl evled over. He did not of 
'y 
have been overruled; or iff ativttted, would have been 
only adinitted as a favor—and the Edivor Was not tien 
suliciently good-hunoured to have acc 
from his opponents. 

The Jury of the first pann dt were not informed that 
they would be wanted, after the trial of the second chareze, 
and several of them zcn/ home after the first trial, with 
the impression that the second would not be called on. Et 
was cerfainly the impression upon the mind of the Editor: 
for ajthou: oh he isnot very He rvous, Wor very easily tye 
midated. he certainly felt some anxie ts astothe result of the 
deliberation of the Jury which was to restore him to lt. 
berfy,—or consign him for some months to a prison, Mer. 
Brougham aad the Attorney-General might have determin. 
ed for themselves, that no man would papi tal choose 
to have his liberty placed twiee in Jeopardy at the same mo. 
ment, when his libe ty depended upon his own cxertions, 
and he had conducted one defence with a considerable de. 
gree of labour. ‘The Editor believes it to be an unpa. 
relled faet, that he had compte‘ed his secend defence, be. 
fore the Jury returned with the first verdict: andif it were 
possible for any thing to render a man less master of him. 
self at one time than at another, it must be at a period, 
when others are pondering upon his fate, and he is per. 
fectly at the disposal of the yudgment of other men. Mr. 
Brougham may believe that the Editor, although be would 
encounter even this, rather than stoop to ask asa favor. what 
should have been accorded him as an act of justice, is not 
anxious to establish a character of so much indiiterence as 
to what hereafter may befal him. 

The editor was perfectly surprised when he heard the 
names of the pannel for the second trial called over ; for the 
Attorney General is reported to admit that he was going on: 
there were only SEX special jurors to be found, out of the 
twenty-four, ‘The Attorney General paused~as if ponder- 
ing whether it would be safe to trust six common jurors 
with a case of libel. 


wpted any f.vor 


The Attorney of the editor, without 
consulting him, perceived a favorable circumstance, as he 
thought for his client. Special jurors are always an object 
of suspicion. ‘They have so long been the subservient 
followers of the opinions of the Bench, in matters of govern. 
ment prosecutions, that their absence has always been 
deemed favourable to the accused. ‘The common juryman 
eannot be interested. It is not fair, perhaps, to say that the 
Special j jurymaniés, but he may be; and that alone sheds a 
suspicion upon the character, The list from whieh special 
jerymen are named is imperfect ; aud the master of the 
Crown oflice exercises a discretion, which is not founded 
upon or warranted by law. On these grounds, having a 
prospect of adding six common jurors to the list: and ap- 
prehensive of a delay which might have given an opportu. 
nity for the return of the special jurors. a warrant of tales, 
to fill up the jury was requested ; 


was complied with, and the trial proceeded, ‘This was very 


and after some pase 
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called on: and vi fer from proving that the cditor wished 
the seed trial ie: p occed. afier the conclusion of the frets 
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aiteovch he was willing encugh to take an advantage wiiel 
Was cerfain’y tot infended hin When the Attorney Crencral 
with the tital, without iis hnowledoe. and 
sroughaim may now compare the facds 
eand deterniine foc hinsself. whethor his Avecedcdze 


s of his modesty. 
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SS wus come on, 
acatist his will. Mr. 
oO: the cas 
has not a little outs C) ped the bouncdare 
Phloremetuing assertion, or rather the 
Ndiror remained a orisoner from choice. is eqraliy unfound. 
No communication ¥ bite ever bad tha 
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been made fo him relative to his discharge upon any terms, 
He had Galy understocd that tt was trtended to proceed 
with anew tials andthe Jury had in fact heen nominated 
on the ‘Pharsday morning, Lie tieretare teit surprised on 
reading the papers, to find that the Attorney-General had 
given the Tluuse to uncersiand that such a commenication 
had been made, and tiat mo ansxer had been refurned, 
The Editor then addressed a letter to the Attorney. 
Creneral, to that effet, and reeeived for anew: that the 
wiesh of the Attorney-General to the cttect stated had been 
exeressed to the Solicitor of the Preasurs 
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- bat that idvsh 
had not been dcemed an authority for the communication 
of any propesal to the Editor. The Attorney-General 
then direeted such communication to be made: and the 
prorosal was readiivy acceded to, In recapttulating these 
circumstances, the Editor does not mean to attach auy oli. 
cial blame to any parties: but Mr. Brougham might have 
spared his gratuitous assumption of contradictions that ex. 
isted no where but in his imagination, 

What mag be the final result of his unpreecdented case, 
the Editor does not presume to anticipate. He cannot 
acknowledge the justice of proceeding to any further trial : 
for he cannot be placed in a situation at all corresponding 
with that in which he stood at the period, when au im) ro. 
per verdict was rashly tendered, aud too hastily accepted, 
Whether for or avainst the Editor, no man can now be 
said to be unpre;udiced. Oryinions vepon political subjec‘s 
are not formed on the evidence to be produced. They per. 
tabe in a great measure of the state of the public mind, 
and the circumstances under which they are brought for. 
ward, Whois there, among the inhabitants of the metro. 
polis, at least, who has not forme ‘d, and expressed his opt- 
nions relative to the Black Dwarf, and the alleged libels ? 
Not one qualified to serve as a juryman in such a case. At 
any time, prosecutions of this sort are wrayust; but they 
are merely oppressive, or absurd, without the shadow of 


justice, when they are brought forward during the agitation 


of the pablic mind, when no one can be disivterested : and 
few will venture to profess themselves to be so, but a judge, 
oran Attorney-General. Js it just for the Spanish Inquie 
sition to sit in tudgmeat upon the religious sentiments of 
one of the Hfouse of israel? Would it be just to try a 
man for republicanism in Russia, or for aristocratical opi. 
nions in America, Certainly not. And it is equally un. 


just or absurd, to try a man for apénjons merely, in any 


quarter of the globe ; but more especially where all must 
be in his favor or against him, Juries, and even Judges, 
must pariake of the opinions that circulate round them; 
Acguitials and condeniacious are equarv prejudicial where 
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no tria’s ought in justice to take place, Let the standeror, 
and the defamer, meet lash of law 3 but te: 
circulate freely, and teach ihe the occau will fiad ics ma. 
tueal level, in all conditions, 

Rutwtting acide this point, which is nuanswerable, 
is the vase as it respects the judge?) Tle ha: 
hiis part of tine duty in the foriaer ca:e, 
been expressed against the publication, Would it be post 
that he should again take the field against the writer, tira 
he might urge with inere force the argument that failed to 
convince the Jury in the former instance 2 Can 
England sanction this; when it declares that the least flaw 
in an indictment stall set the prisone r at Jiberty 
scused of the most atrocivus cri if it be said 
that the mistake resting between (Le Jury and the vudge, a 
new Jury, and another Judge shall be appointed ;—is it : 
lace another Judge in the dilemma of agreeing 
t Judge. and thereby bringing another opinion 


the Opitiions 
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or error 
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to propudice the battor; or to differ with the late judge, 
, . ' “ff ’ 
and thas disparaze that uniform and regular appearance 
which the acintnisication of the law ought always to exiddit 
ae m , 3° r .- 
to the puLliceye.. Public Justice should never ap, ear vine 


dictive orangry, even at the escape of an intended victim, 
The shield of the law, is the dignity, the féheratity, and the 
candour of its preceedings. Ptis not Justice alone that can 
secure the reputation of the law; but the shadoz of injustice 
brings upon it an e’eraal odinm, and renders it: batetal and 
suspec Human passions and human frailtics cannot beex- 
cluded from the conduct of men; but th v must be permit. 
fed to appear as seldom as possible upou the scat of Justice. 
Passtous and prejudices are wever so contemptible as when 


tiela 


ted, 


dressed up oin the garb of authority ; and more espect- 
ally in the gard of tae authority of paws and it is pradent 
to avoid all disputes which may divide the public miud 


upon this inust¢ iniportant of ali points, 
of society is concerned. Tf the 
l with the ministry of the day, 
justice, Duta: 


as faras the internal 
order bench contd ever be 
idontilies there would not 
be an end ts ail hopes of eriod 
pect forriw. A gaud and impartial administcation of oven 
bad liws may be tolerated for a while; buta bad adminisiva. 
tion of the best cannot be endured for ‘nt. The 
have been rendered indspendent of She Crown, that thes 
not be influenced against the subjceis. But they mast not be 


readered independent of the laws, which they 
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to all res. 


Q Moms 


are appointed 


to administer, Whore there is no precise law. to reg hate 
their coaduct, they should remain silent, and sutler the 
estslature to remedy the defect. Neither the will ov the 


Opinion of a judge, is of more value than tue will or opinion 
ofa minisier, where there is no law, fo warrant every step 
of his proceeding. 


Neither cuetom nor precedent will sup. 


ply the absence of a positive cnacament: and although those 
(so shoals have occasioned the shipwreck of a great pio- 
pertion of our liber‘ses, we have learut to shun them by a 

tal exoorienee, ang must erect our Deacons to warn futiue 
ages trom comimicfiny an crios so fatal to frecdcum, so in. 
Jurious to common: scuse, and trath, 

[tisno froca QNy aporchencion of the result, fbat the 
editor OL}! rsecond teial Ife refus.os Co abre one, 
becuse his co pitaace, where ucither law nor qust.ce cali 
Upon dim to con Div, might preje tice Some one wito Intaht 
in futures pve praced mm the se per dicamie tye. ‘Re ec 


lightened as ectol the times secures hina from the ¢: 


the law of 
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kine another may be exposed: but if is his duty to 

stablish in this instance df rt be noost te. hat e quarts puet 
ey humane axiom of the tas het every ervor shat due 


erplained lo the advantage of the accuseu,  bitis is he v 
of honor, as wellas of law, moray and quscee: sud tue 
breach of the convenitun of Paris bas tiot sancited the 
aie of Ney. Surely the man who has to cnearsier Gig 
tostility of the whole host of power, from the Secre:ary of 
State to the Solicitor of the Preoasury, armed to thom ties 


Subsiie 


h: ‘OU i. 


ends with law, aud precedent, ts 
: is once the ficry ordeal to pass ¢ 

ailin the first instan with ail theme ke 
a their authority, it must be a miracle ; 
to asecond encounter would be ditile less than olfictal stave he 
Possessed of ali his defence. they may tally thetr forces, 
can never be bioken bs badivi. 
certain of success, 
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ter. 
which though scattered, 
daal, and proceed to the attack, almost 
unless the Scecial Jury list should fad thom, aad cie change of 
has produced atoval chaneze of opinion, Phat 
the case, it is bow tine to inform the pubic. 


any 


circumstance 
this is partly 
Some discoveries have been made io Che « 
secutions which it would be preniature tu disclose at present ; 
but we may vonture to assure them Chat the charm is dissolv. 
ed, which has so long gone hand in hand with Che ministry 
of the day, and heid opinion spell-bound at r direction, 


urse of these pro. 


thet 


The distress that teaches mento thituk. is more valuable 
than the prosperity which has heretofore degraded thein 


intu worse than brutality of minds: for tiutalits has the 


plea of incapacity (o satiction Us ignorance, We shail now 
from necessity become a nations and thought will 
produce reason. and reasou catnot enslaved by force 


thinking 
be 


Neither the prohibition of public meetings, nor the ne 0 
stun of the Habeas Corpus Act, cansieppiess die Jessons that 
are every where preached by that mest cloquent at aT 
senting Ministers, MisvortTUNSE.  Phose measures that 
betray the fears ot the Nitisters, should be our cousolation, 
and the grounds of our hope. Ave those tueasures adupted 
fo repress treasou—nol the traitors are yet uoamolesced, 
Pies are tatend di to extinguish thougit, avd the collision 
of ovinious. because thougit would discover too raj adly 
the cause of our evils, and the means of thoir vedcess, ‘Phie 


feamptis however useless. Reason has walked forth into 


the wilderness: the sun has arissm in the desert: the 
Clouds and the vapours hat are oxtated hy his power, wall 
he dissipated by tis strength—tuey will melt belorve the 
splendour of his meridian grandeur, and be absorbod in the 
brillianee of tus fight. Yet adittle white. and the anzel of 


reforin soall sound the trumpet of Lapepaness “Discord and 


Corruption shali be overcome, and the venerable fabric of 
our CONstitniion shall be completed according tu the design 
Which first produced it— the Cetoemination to root out tye 
ranny ofevoiy cesermpidoen, and to antics sgaal punishinent 
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A VISION, 
— TE 


The voice majestic, and the eagle-flieht 
OF Freedom, through despotic nicht, 

With feevor fills my soul; 

On Andes’ height her Geni stand, 
Bach waving high a blazing brand ; 

The deep-toned thunders roll. 

Beam on my mind, illustrious Colon! thou 
Who dared’st the vast Atlantic plough, 

With swelling sail unfurled ; 

Drov’st from the coward-souls their fear, 
And dauntless, bads’t them onward steer, — 
Steer lo another world. 
Give me, O Colon! give the daring mind, 
That in itself a world designed, 
And sought that world elate ; , 
That sauring soul, that mighty heart 
To me, aspiring, O impart! 
And 1 will worlds create. 
Colon exist again! and with me seck 
The Cordillcras’ loftiest peak, 

And glance around thine eyes, 

And more delight shall through thee chide 
Than whea this world was first descricd, 
End of thy grand emprize. 
Why starts the Condor from his rocky height, 
Urging a wild impetuous flight 
A loftier peak to gain? 
The battle’s roar, the lyrant’s rout, 
The patriot army's glorious shout, 

** Despots have ceased to reign!” 
Borne on the bosom of the silent deep, 
That shout shall reach white Albton’s steep, 

And rouse her freebDorn mind ; 

To burst in sunder slavery’s band 
Plant Freedom’s tree in cvery land 


And happy make mankind. 


Wafted by Fancy to Sicilia fair, 
As over Ailantic lands I sailed in air, 

Musing their future fate in thought profound, 
Forth from a sky serene, blue lightnings blaz’d 
Portentous thunders smote my car amazed, 

Aud Andes’ echoed back the portent’s sound: 


‘¢ No more shall tyrauny these regions blast, 

For Freedom now, has reared her standard bright, 
Her happy rule shall undecaying last, 

Diffusing through the world increasing light!” 
Balmy the air, the sky transparent blue, 

And countless stars illume Tieaven’s lofty cave, 
The tranquil waves refiect the moon’s pale hue, 

And, softly murmuring, idle pebbles lave. 


Profoundly wrapt in philosophic gloom, 
A fowing mantle o’er my shoulders thrown, 
1 wandered forth, lo seek the sacred tomb, 
Binding Archimedes in chains of stone. 


Slow pacing downa darksome glade. 
Thich briars overarched my head, 
Tnsculped, a mossy stone displayed 
Where lay the mighty,—dead ! 
O Meter of the Karth! [ cried, 
The endless dream of death, 
Arrayed in robes of marble-pride, 
Fer aye dentes thee breath. 
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Yet thou hast smiled anyd atarims 
Dauntless, once braved the Roman arme, 
And switt destruction hurled: 
Give me, thou eried’st, anether sphere, 


On which my engines vast to rear, 


And I will move the world. 
Time brings fo birth the THOUGHT, thou daring man. 
Wiich in thy meatal vision thou could’st scan ;— 
The foree resistless of Uy omniscient Press, 
Mankiad to move, to metiorate, and bless, 
Now moves the world,—though fetteved by the laws, 
From braading vice, of pleading virlue’s cause 5 
Yet shall this Saviour, burst his legal bauds, 
And lighten through the world his high commands, 
Soon shall his blessings prove, how great his might, 
Soon shall his power erect the reign of right, 
And human misery sink in eadless night. 
Mirz3. 








THE POLITICAL MOUSE, 
(No. 2. 

Born ata publisher's, it looks, 
Not strange that I’ve a taste for books ; 
For soon as 1 began to nibble, 
The works of wise men, and of fribble, 
Whether by Zoilus or by Solon 
Written, my critic teeth fell foul on. 
What folios huge havo I digested, 
With what varicty have feasted, 
On epics, essays, dedications, 
Petitions, acts, and stale orations, 
On birthday odes, and sheets of news, 
Dramas, and Quarterly Reviews. 
Court-panegyrics truth defying, 
And wicked libels free from lying, 
With all the fruits that learning’s scope has 
Poured from the Press’s cornucopias. 
As various as the fair called Rag 
Exhibits from the clothesman’s bag, 
When thoughtless Jack, his pocket burning, 
With hard earned cash, all prudence spurning, 
Brings Doll or Bess from Ratcliff Highway, 
Or Susan from some Wapping bye-way, 
And clothes her in the left-off graces, 
Of lady Charlotte’s silks and laces. 
Once at the solemn midnight hour, 
Forced from my hole by hunger’s power, 
When the curst cook with care officious, 
Had safe bestowed her savoury dishes, 
And not acrumb was left to steal, 
I prowled to find a paper meal ; 
(Nations themselves, their solids fled, 
Are by nutritious paper fed). 
The works of disputation tough, 
I passed, and all such meagre stuff; . 
But fourd atlast, I thought, a dish 
Covked to my literary wish; 
As those rear-guards of Christmas fare. 
Twellth-cakes, with gold and sweetineats glare, 
So here a feast of splendid hue 
Poured its attractions on my view ; 
Hot declamation rose in steams, 
And bombast flashed its glowing gleains, 
While thou, Apostrophe, thy charms 
Unveil’d to aid delusion’s arms ; 
These verdant phrases metaphorical, 
And every gaudy flower rhetorical, 
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(Thot off the esuse of falschood varnish) + The oy ania ~ ot has delivered a verdict of insanit¢ 
Formed round ihe dish luxuriant garnish. 4 yeeethe Seeret Committee of the House of Commons, : 
Already were my jaws in motion, | The sabdinecl de gppuintod ‘tor present the British 
When to mv Visio! ary notion, Court at Madsid iswe understand... L 9} y the Sapient pig. 


7° : 1. 
"Mid hichtniog with an awiul look, “3 ay dee eee 
Appeared the zenins of the book. Sicnor Jachi the celebraicd monkey from Paris—has 


: 4 " ¥ ] ;? why: Y ve 
“Rentile,” he erted * desist that work, been appointed 2 Lord of the Bedchamber. 
Was mine, aud f was Edmund Barke, A sermon against adaltery ¢ nd drunkenness was preached 


of all production s tis thé pinnacle on Sunday last by—-the Prince Regent at Carlton House. 
Of doctrines anti-jacobunical 5 | "The Prince and Princess Cobourg have used their utmost 
Well did 2 lash each gathe fool, endeavours to obfain—a son and heir. 

hate ted Mebetne A hap beh ‘To the adiairers of ice cream and sylHabubs—Mr. Can. 


ewes pean eae — ee ' il] shortly be printed 
Fe 2 ' ros iy » | © nr ' r ny “iS » . 
When chivalry adorned i fe’s st we, Ming Ss speccnes Will SNOFL:Y pri 





1 hat unboucht grace’ of man’s vocation, A most import: nit measure has enzaged the attention of 
Nhat wondrous * cheap defeace of nation.” the Prince Regent and the Cabinet for several days, we 
Ww hen rapiers, ina dancing mood, understand the subject of thetr dcliberatton was—a new hat 
Jumped from their sheaths to shed the blood and feather for the Life Guards, 
whoa mabe i 4 A a mek, lot The Marchiouess of Hlertford gave a grand concert last 
io dared to think a queen a harlot ; vee “ee ” . oN 
: night to-..all the prisoners under sentence of death in New. 
Blest epoch! men shall se# again, 's dh aetatine yy : N 
The blaze of ihy re fulgent reicn ; Bare. 
Alre: rdyv h: 15 the wor k h egun, Restlessnes S at Nie Tt hag Te et: rally sured by—Lord Castle. 
Already from before the sun, reagh’s somnotent Hompositic S, 
Of right divine and indefeasible, The Dake of Weilington intends fo visit Bath for the 
J . ; . } ‘ . ’ Ve > &' . . . 4 . 
Hach fiend (though impudent as Jezebel) purpose of drinking---Day and Kfartin’s real Japan black. 
Who makes democracy his bonum 7 _1.G 
Retires abashed to pandemonium 5 3 is Se mae a eae Penn a a ane Ee 
ra i. te ) } Pay g y §. ‘ weg ‘ ‘ , ia ml ’ 
Aiready spite wd egal ine’s volumes, LETTERS OF THE R 7 4 CK DWARE. 
Society’ s Corinthian columns, saan itaniain, 
By Time to reverence consecrated, aera 
Madrid and Rome have reinstated. NEW ADVENTURES, 
. ee = pe . ¥ 7 > ’ yw" @ 
Again our friends, the Bourbon race, From the Bl k Dears four of the King’s Bench, to the 
Reign by the bey’nets and God's grace ¢ ; Bonze at Jana 
j el Vie DORZL al e a} IAN. 
WwW hile f far are fled those low- born, vermin, 
Who wore awhile the regal ermine. My troubles ave suspended, and [ breath the air of libert 
Tail, dread le et, men again, Do not mistahe me: | am not entirely out of the 
Shall ne’er again invade thy den, protection of laws: but it has lightened the pressure of its 


Thou, like the dire Asphaltian poo 
Shalt all within thy vortex rute ; 

And as the bird that tempts ils steam, 
Drops lifeless on the poisoned stream 5 


elastic fingers, and Lam a prisouer at large. In so dan. 
gerous a vocation as that of a public writer, it is hard to 
say whether it is more agreeable to be within or without the 


So he who dares thy fatal breath walls of a prison: for the value of liberty is most materially 
Shall perish by a traitors death.” diminished in the recollection that it depends only upon the 
Nip. nod of an Attorney-general, or the wink of a Secretary of 

J "2 9 y 





we ge . State. My disposition however enables me to make the 
CROSS READINGS IN A NEWSPAPER, most of the present—to be heedless of the future, and indif. 
That diabolical miscreant Castles—reccived the honor of | fcrent as to what is past. Sorrows fade from my recollec. 
knighthood at a late levee, tion as fast as joys; and I am content to live upon the 
Ministerial plots, and humbugging conspiracies—persons | little comfort f can reach, That [€ may to-morrow be at 
desirous of furnishing the abeve by contract, are requested | the disposal of another, is no philosophical reason why & 


to send specimens to the oiliceof the Secretary of State, | should not be my own master to. day: nor will [ eat my 


Downing-street. dinner in grief, because I may go supperless to bed, 
A true bill for treason and conspiracy has been found When I left the gate of my prison house, [ experienced @ 
against—all the Cabinet Ministers. sensation that Ll never felt before: for 1 had never before 


The Habeas Corpus Act has been again suspended—it is | been confined.  L was in the same atmosphere, but E 
hoped that the perpetrators of this daring outrage will be | breathed a purer air, Twas in the same spot, and the same 
speedily brought to justice. sun shot his beams direcUly downwards, in the same manner 

The Chancellor of the INxchequer intends to propose a {that but an hour before had oppressed me with an almost 
tax, which will doubtless be very productive on—petitions | insufferable languor ; but L was suddenly relieved from the 


for Parliamentary Reform. effect, and b ustled through the busy streets with an alac rity 
The Prince Regent shorily intends—to walk 50 miles a] that was even to myself incouce livable. Well might a writer 
day for 20 successive days. of this country exclaim..** disguise thyself as thou wilt, still 


A most diabolical plot has been lately discovered bys-ea | 6* sravery thou art a bitter draught ; ; and though ih oecenits 
poor old woman who has been insane many years. ‘Cinall ages have been made to taste of thee, thou art no 
J. 2 | 47 . _ . ? e 
An alarming mob assembled at Manchester on Thursday ‘less bitter upon that account.’?? Even a short imprison— 
last armed with—several lots of wearipg apparel. "ment of two montis ia the King’s Bench, with the free ade 
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mission of friends, and the fall enjoyment of all but liberty, 
ba punishment EF would not undergo for half the fortunes, 
and all the tithes in the universe, One only motive could 
be sufficient for encountering such a species of punishment ; 
and for that motive. nothing can be too severe a self denial. 

Por thee, fare freedom, welcome all the past, 

Por thee. far freedom, welcome e’en the last. 
And vet itis something strange, and aaheegpany rather un. 
fortunate, Chat libes ‘ty can only be purchased at the constant 
ish of slavery ; and that he who would live a feceman, must 
sind always prepared to become a stave. When will 
rulers and peo le be of the same mind, and find their inte. 
resis the same, ‘There never yet lived a tyrant who could 
only govern by force, that would not have been much hap- 
pier. if he had resigned government altogether. A despot may 
Indecd make a nation miserable, but he cannot confer hap- 
piness upon himself. Tle must eat of the harvest which he 
has sowed, and yvather up hts portion of the discontent that 
su;counds him. And he bas besides one rankling care that 
evem his vietims are exempt from... 

Por gront the bad what happiness they would, 

oe they must want. whieh ts to pass for good. 

Batic is useless to lament what seems to be the destiny 
of human nature, While man can be purchiused. he must 
he suld; and the spicit that can fake @ bribe, will never 
venture to revenge an insult, or to resist oppression. ‘The 
common cause of slavery is the fear of punishment. The 
source of freecon is the determination not to deserve if, 
Whon will the two-legged semblances of humanity watk 
erect, and vindicate theie cliim to that rank and statiouswhich 
the benevolent Creator prepared them with faculties to fill ? 

On my manumission, | felt in some degree at a Joss how 
to behave. ft have for some time, when the forms of the 
Court called me from my residince, been accommodated 
tines with a coach, and always with one or two con 
ductors. ‘They directed me which road to take, and which 
side of (he road. They kept the crowd at a distance, and 
scoped as watchful of me as if PE had been a child put ont of 
lheadiny-strimgs, and they were apprehensive that I should 
fall intu some accidental danger. But now IT have no pro. 
tector, no guide, Jomix unknown and unheeded in the 
multicode, and am obliced to pick out my difficult path with 
as much caution as possible ; lest my diminutive, and by no 
means pre possessing form, should be trampled under foot 
by some child of eight ov nine years old, or my head receive 
amertal blow from the bind.ng of alady’s ridicule. It 
isan uufortuoate thing to /ose any thing—to lose even the 
provection of the law, of which I was nevertheless very 
heartily tired. But we ssldom discover the advantages of 
any thins, evenofa prison, or the charms of any body, even 
of an old mis‘rcss, until somebody has rua away with the 
one, or rudely dismissed vou from the other, 

[regret aso the loss of my companious. It is true, I 
regret that I have Jeft them éhere, rather than that [have 
abandoned them. ‘Phere issomething in misfortune that sof. 
tens ali previous and in some measure restores 
man to those social feelings, which are too often lost in the 
walks of commerce, and the bustle of real life. T could in 
afew minutes, in the King’s Bench, have borrowed furni- 
ture enough to have stocked a large house ; and have never 
met a vefusal even from the most perfect stranger to com. 
ply with any of my requests. ‘To be sure they may be the 


fone 


asperitres, 





more willing to Jend, because they know that the things 
cannot be very easily removed ; and that those who borrow, 
cannot very readily run aay; but we have reason to be 
grateful for any good, from whatever motive, for there is 
little enough of it in the wortd, 

I shall pass over the congratulations of my friends, or the 
pouting lips of one or two, who cannot deem me of impart 
ance enough to cail me an enemy, but who are @pposed | 
the opinions that [ have been led to entertain, The live 
are so few in number, that E think they could not do me an 
injury, if they would; and the former are so numerous and 
so ardent, that their kindness would overbalance even tlic 
pains of a political martyrdom. 

[n resuming my active avocations, E have met with 
little interruption. ‘he tlelds have tempted me to wander 
among their freshness, and in listening to toe dark, EP ohave 
forgot the jar of politics, and the more bearable 
one of ’s overtures. 


Some 


ciscord of 
I have gathered wild towers 
and honeysuckles, instead of the briars of the }) rolidical bar. 
vest, and the stinging-netiles of literary criticism, Like a 
boy released for the holidays, LE have been chasing butter. 
flies, and gazing on the skvy instead of ijiestas avarice 
rovnd the Change, and worshipping the 
House, [ must, however, speedily awake from my fraice, 
and enter into the customary haunts of men. PT must now 
visit the learned pig, and pay my respec 
at Exeter Change. I must get the best description L can 
of the procession over the Waterloo Bridge ; and be ameu. 
tal spectator of that brillsant affair. The Irench read. 
‘nes too are all ended. Deury Lane has closed, and Jolin 
Peter Kemble has left the st: we. Never mind! There is 
yet left us Signor Jacko, the celzbrated monkey ; and bond 
Street is not quite deserted of its brethren, So thou wilt 
hear shortly from, Phy wellewisher, 

Toe Brack Dwarr. 


THE ‘ONSTT 7‘ U MLIONISLT. No. &. 
Remarks on Constiiutional Politics, (Continued) 

‘6 In order that Members of the tlouse of Commons be 
the representatives of the people, it is necessary that the 
electors should be free, or that th y should be chosen only 
by those who have a will of their own.’ Of this sente nce, 
I would observe, that if it be taken as it stands, our author 
must certainly be dreaming of some new scheme of repre. 
seutation, °° Thal the electors should be free, or thai they 
(the electors) should be chosen, &c. FL never heard of 
choosing electors before in this country, but perhaps this 
sentence is rather sfupid than fanciful, perhaps he intended 
to inform us that the elected should be freely chosen; if 
this be the case the sentence will contain a solecism and a 
fruism, Vie objects to Universal Suiirage,—the infiuence 
brewers, &c. would have over their labourers and others, 
and says they would be able to command instead of pire 
chasing theie voters. On the principle of Universal Sat. 
fiaze, SO,0CO voies would, in all probability, be barely 
sufficient to carry a seat ia Parliament; let him shew a 
brewer or mauufacturer who can command this number of 
votcrs iv one town. We have next a quotation from a book 
by a Mr. Cheetham, au American, who ** consicers Uni- 
versal Suilrage as the Gane of fieedoim in ameres, and what 
would prove ‘fatal to British liberty.” LT thank this genile. 
man, iu the name of my countrymen, for the tender guare 
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dianship whieh he exercises aver aur tihertios, especially as 


we neither expected, huped, aor wished for such a guardian, 
J would, however, suggest to bim whether it is not some. 
thing like absurd.ty to talk of the bane of freedeu in 
Aaerica, ov whetice to assert that Qaiversal Suffrage ot 
any thing else és the bane or destruction of freedon Anoa 
county which is confessedly free, is not as ridiculous as to 
gas tuat freedom is des/royed and cxésts in the same country, 
Hie then talks of the dancer there would be in the voting of 
the army and militia, and says it would produce a military 
gover nent, ora tity of GMC Ay colihous any government, 
Phis is very fine, but | should like to know if anarchy does 
nol mean «& teaiteh of government y if'a séate of anari hiy 
does not mean a slate without government, and if a sfafe 
of anarchy without any government is not the same thing 


as a siadle ti He rat Lovernment, without ay government, 
[ wane advise tats admirable rhetorician to procure a 


good Knglish dictiouary : tits curious state of things is is to 
arise from ** LOO,QG0 soldiers praceccding to the hastings,” 
did he ever hear of LCO.CCO soldiers being stationed in one 
place? But itis ** descending toe low to notice’? much 
less to refute such asiliy ob-ervation. In page 10, our 
author says, ballotting is calculated to introduce suspicion, 
prevarication, fraud, and often perjury. TO would only 
ask him to shew me how it is so calculated, informing him 
atthe same time, that it has no connection whatever with 
Anvual Parliaments and Universal Satirage. though doubt. 
less a desirable measnre, This most accurate writer, whose 
admirable analytic classification of the present malcontents 
Jhave before praised. gives us in page 11, a most ingenious 
estimate of the probable value of a vote, on the principle 
of Universal Suilrage, and to the honour of our country, 
he thinks that mechanics and labourers would not part with 
their independence and integrity for any sum falling much 
short of one guinea, We are favoured in the same page, 
with the most important discovery of the original design 
of Parliaments, ** which was to concentrate the wisdom, 
virtue, and property of the country.”? To concentrate the 
property of the country! ‘To draw into the councils of the 
nation, the advice of wisdom, and the purity of virtue was 
certainty the design of the founders of our Constitution, 
but what) shonld prop: ‘rty do there?) What qualities do 
land and houses possess. ‘to entitle them to be re presented ? 
But the property of the country was to be concentrated ! 
Salisbury plain elected a few of its most fertile acres, and 
the new Forest was represented by a deputation of its lof. 
tiest oaks. Whenin Sha! kspeare we hear of the °° Pillars 
of the State,’? the expression is not figurative as it is ge- 
nerally thay r2ht to be. IIow wonde r fully well does this 
writer assert the rights of his pe net block In page 12, 
our author attacks as he supposes, the dc cides which af- 
firms it to be the dut ty of tie senile ‘rs, to vote as directed 
by their coustitueats : as to the propriety of this, P shall 
say nothing, it being as clear as day : and for the voice of the 
constitution on the subject, Ebeg lave to refer the reader 
to what | have stated in a former number, only observing, 
that what our author says, when properly supported by in- 
hendoes, will be a sufficient foundation fora charge of libel on 
the constitution of the House of Lords relative to proxies, 
Upon annual parliaments our author fas some truly 
unique observations,  * Ut is true that some great legal 
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writers speak of auncal paviiaments aa constitidaqual, buy 
we Believe they generally refer to aunial sessions rathes 
thon enoual eleetions, whielb wore vever the established cus. 
ftomofthiscountry.??  Lbere is trodosty indeed; he betieves 
great benal writers could uot ilistin iuish between aprual par. 
diaments and annual sess/ons. ‘Tine readcor of the Goastetite 
fionist is prepared with an answer to iis contemptible 
falsehood: bat EP will and one authority upon the point 
iu question, every Way unuobjectionable, itis of a very res. 
pectable writer, da enemy of parcduns mary reform, °* The 
Common ani \\ he ther to secure the ite crity of the ofice 
to tne public, orto prevent the burtien of it to indivtdaals 
has always approved of an annual or temporary, t rather 
than a fixed delegation of power: of which kind are the 
Sheritls and all the subordinate peace oflicers ; weed Tadd, 
the Jaw bad as litde idea of a member of parlian gee belt 
fixed for more than a year, as ti 7 has of a parish ofticer.’? 
—Eunomus, Dial. HE. Vol. if. Page 197. With this I 
conclude my remarks, upon email tive paoritics, aud 
upon the house of commons. 





To the Editor oj the Black “Dwarf. 


LAW OF LIBET, 

Sin, —1Ut has occurred to me thattbe following observations, the resule 
of much attention te the law relating (o libel, asd to prosecutions, Under 
those laws, would serve as an adeststance to those who may liereatler ace 
as Jursine bin the wial of sueh Prosecs ations, and thus perch ps prove ct 
sume inoiwiduais from the vengeance of those Wieom they may have of- 
fended by an inneceantor useful pebbeaiion, LPhonow th taf you think 
them at all comcucive to su desttabie an end, you Wil suiler thei to aps 
pear in your paper, 

When adelendantis tried on an Lodictment or Information, exhibited 
against himtor falseiv, wickedly, malictously. sediiiousry, QC, pricing 
and publishing a false, scandalous, maliciuss and seaitious tibel, there 
are evidently three questions for tue Jory to cecide 3 bt. Whetict toe 
defendant published the paper tm question; -2i, Waoether that paper os 
or is neta false, Scand adous, mat Coutts, aud sediious libel, wallegec 5— 
3d, Whether le published tt, as ue ty charged with having dope, wba 
Wicked, mabectous and seditiots mteation, 

Now the decision of the Jaryon the last two quie-tions, whieh is in 
other words ther verdict of guilty ornot guity of publishing aisb ly ie 
rothing more than the conc lus onefasviogisis, in wateh them views of 
the bounds between tire necessary libersy and the hurtful lreeothou-+ 
nessofthe Pross, collected from education, expericnce, Opiitany ot 
each on the complexion and pecuhareatgencies of the times, and aostete d 
by the charge of the Judge, is the mijor,and the publication in quescon 
isthe miuor  Ttisdesirable, and indeed, thappeats tome to be esser- 
tial to ihe maintenance of tue liberty of the press, that this decisoacé 
the Jury's should, in all cases, be in conformity with thatof the pueln, 
JPrmean with that of every well mtentioued, well-formed, thiuk ng 
mans; --and, supposing the Jury to be aseo of this dese riptiou, carrying 
with them into Court, the knowled; ge, the apintoos, and the views © t 
suehinen, their decision will be in conformity wiih that of the publre, 
unless the charge of the Judge contains Opinions controry to those whieh 
they brought with them, and so ecapressed and stpported as to tionce 
the Jury to concur with him, and iu giving thei verdict, to adopt bis 
Opinions instead of their own, 

Tie Charge ot the Judge, then, which, on account of it- iafiu. nce oa 
the cecision of the Jury, b consider the most unportant part of the 
trial, Psball make the Hib je ctof my observations. This Charge, ac- 
cording to my notions, should contain a clear exptication of the issue to 
be trie ml, a fall statement ofall the tesinony that tas been adduced and 
arecapitulation of ube argouinests that bear om this potnts; and some. 
fines, a Caution against the admission tato there minds of any inrelevant 
statements of declhimations w wii hadvecates may have tatroduced inte 
their speeches. Above ali, the charge ought vot, as PT chink, to urge te 
the Jury any suchirrclevant topics, or any arguments addressed to thete 
passionser prejudices, A Judge ought merely to try the weights by 
the standard of law, and todeliver them to tee Jury, eith every oceess 
sary caution for keeping the balance evea, Ef he da more, he throws 
Off bis own ebaracter, and assumes that af the advocate, To apply cis 
description ef what a charge sould be ta the subject under causideri- 
tion 5 it appears tome froman attentive perusal af the Gals for public 
libels, that have taken place during the last 25 years, hatcuring that 
portod, a practice has been gaining “ground of intoducing into ¢ harg ca, 
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arguments drawn from the horrors of anarchy, me necessity of uphold- 


ing civil governinent, and of repressing the dudacity of hdellers; and 
that euch ultra-judicial matter has occasionally oce upied the whole of 
the Judge’s charge, to the exclusion of that which is, as appears to 
me, the essential part of if. 

The soijation of this phenomenon may be given without having recourse 
to the family or party connections, or the political conduct ef the mndat- 
v dual Judge, of atthibuting any corrupt motwe. Tie caadid speciator 
whosees (1 hope not freq vents ) the countenaice of the Judge dt-tort- 
ed with indignation, while his: raj vd and jadistinet utteraoce searcely 
serves to convey in ee nected inde finite languace, hts Coutused state- 
menisanud logical deductions, must blame Vic ungoverned zeal of ihe 
Judge, but will, i nee t, pronounce charitably on the cause of that zeal. 
The. Judge, howe ver, Ww sho can be so wai iting to hhasclf and to the Jaws, 
must look to himself for consolation under way Unpleasiog observations 
his conduct may provoke; occ. i, supercha, frous, vulius ae nique totus, 
qui sermo quidam tacilus mentis “at hic homines in errocem impulit.”’ 

The cause of the practice hich I have here blamed scems to 
me to be, that, during the perion "‘ehich [have meniisned, there has 
prevailed in some quarters, : au Opinion that the number o' pudlic libels 
Was spreading to a dangerous extent, and that, if vot checked, the mast 
serious consequences were to beappresended. When we consider that, 
Lawyers being by education and babit attached superstitiously Gf i may 
say 80) to existing institutions, venerating even their t: aperfcetions, 
and shrinking with horror from any atiempt at reform, are mosi likely 
to indulge these apprehensions; and consider that the present Judges, 
by being employed on either side in ‘thos se numerous prosecutions fia 
libels which have distinguished the period before spoke nb, or by having 
these topics otherwise brought before them, have had these apprehe D- 
sions kept continually alive; we need not seek farther for the causes of 
their introducing ino their charges observations whicd beegurd as ultras 
juticial, and as forming a point of contrast between these charges und 
those of Judges wl © preceded thein. As an example of one of ihe last, 

take Lord Ke pyon’s charge on the trial of Daniel Isaac Eaton, in Nov. 
1793, for ,publishing Paine’s ** Letter to the Addressers.” LE shall not 
or avel,’ says his Lordship, ‘into the athiirs of Franee or America, 
** or any of the various tupics that have, at constderable ile beth, un- 
** doubledly, not improperly, been talked about this day.’ That ex 

celient man undoubtedly felt Ceavinced that although tt was not inpro- 
per for the advocates to urge these topics, (and this does uot auouut io 
a commendation of their doing so) yet te would have been departing 
very far from his duty, if he had pressed on the Jory all the horrors 
which the Preach people were then sallering, and told them that this 
country would experience the same mi- eries , Umdess the progress of 
libellers was checke!. ** Gentlemen, (he proceeds) the book is before 
ae * you. If you think it necessary to look through the whele, befure you 

‘vive your verdict, that you will certai’ ly do, “because upon the whole 
** contents of the bowk, your judgment upon crimtualits or innocence 
“isto be formed. Ifthe parts which have been extracte! from it have 
** been unfairly garbled, and taking the whole context together, (hat 
** does not belong to them which the information states, take the cont xt, 

“and if the context compels you to acquit the defendant, you niust ae- 
** quit him. 

** That it was purchased from the person who is now the defendant in 
** this cause has been proved, and is not controverte d. But you are 

‘asked, and very properly asked, not to convict him, unless he had an in- 
** tention to offend. ‘Toe ter into the hearts of menu belongs to Him who 
**can explore the human heart, It belongs to human judicaiure 3 to 

** judge of the intention by the overt act of the person, and, therefore, 
* if, in all cases, positive proof must be brought of evil intention, it 
* would be proclaiming impunity forall offences where the intention gecs 
** to constifute the offenc e, which is almost inall criminal cases whale ver, 
“ It may occur toa man, that death is a consummation devoutly to be 
“* wished; and he may think it a laudable act to put an end to the lives 

‘of as many people as he can, because it is (hat cousummation— and if 
*©a man, indicted for murder , were to tcll you by his advocate, that this 
“fact was done from the purest intentions in the world, to take the 
** object out of the miseries of this warld, and you were called upon not 
** to convict unless you had possitive evidence of the badness of the in- 
** tention, L know not how crimes are te be panished. 

** In this case, and in all others, we must refer to the act the party bas 
** done, and ascribe that to the intention of doing good, of Going evil, 
** or of doing neither good nor evil, to which of these motives it ought 
“to be ascribed. You will under the solema o ‘bligation you have been 
** so often reminded of, answer that question, and « vant no advice from me. 

“© The cause is allin your own power, and in a power which did not take 

‘its rise from the Act of Parliament, (32 Geo. 3.) but which arose from 


** privciples interwoven with our constitution, which Jurics before have ev- 
** ercised, beyond all doubt. 

“ If you think the defendant is guilty of publishing that which trenches 
we ‘upon the Government of the country, he will then be liable to punish- 

‘ment; on the other hand, 
. © geuecieel by your verdict,” 


if the man is innocent, he hasa right to be 
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On this charge too high commendations cannot be bestowed. Winat 
friend of Liberty, what admirer of temper aud impartiality in the jad). 
cial character can wish for more than he finos in this charge? anc this 
is a fair specimen of the character of all the charges given | ¢ that time, 

[shail now turn to one of a later date, in ordertoexemplify tre obser. 
vations waien L have before made. For this purpose [sional seleet Lord 
Hienborough’s charge on the trial of Hunt, December 9, i8t2. ** The 
‘issue you have totry (s.yshe to the Jury) under tac circumstances 
Seanad the gq: cciion,is, ich: ther weare to live under the dominion of libelers, 
‘Sor under the controul and governnient of the law. For against the law 
“and its provistons, istbeller, with a boid front,—for this pudlisher of 
** the wriling upon record ss a libeller with a bold Sront=in defiance of the 
**law,e contends bow, that for this violation of the law he is to be acquilted ; 
“ potonls so, but that onal) future Gaines and occasions, every person 
‘holding asuperior rank ond sitnation in society, ix, contra.y to the 
* very naiure of that society, amenable to this sort of investigation, or 
‘rather ths sort of attack—and that even when his ancestors, of any 
‘“Sherewitac, caak (fromthe highest to the lowest order of here ditary 
‘rack in the hingdom) shall have accepted it from him, he shat! person- 
‘alls luok to che protection of the low for his character apd fame s—that 
‘isthe proj sosition now contended ‘or, and that the interests of moral: ty 
** require that they shall be assailed, ad tibitum, by the press, b» any 
*“ nersen who chuses to attack, Vho shali say that th: ey shall renounce 
‘the protection of their character as established by the aw,and render 
‘Sthem-elves liabie to those attacks? If such is to be the case, what mar 
* of seasiuility and manners, would unde r such conditions ever accept 
‘any situation or rank in chit country? Phis spirit of libelling indi eed 
 unchoc': ot, espcctally agaiast such persons, would have this fatal effict,”’ 
His fordocip, ater enlarging further on the same topics, and making a 
fow observations oa the defence set up, Con iudes as foilows,—** Gen- 
** tlemen, ipa vou dink sociely caa stand with the allowance of this unlirited 
*S liberty of libe', say so by your verdiet, and let us shift for ourselves, in ihaé 
*6 disordered slate oj the world, inwhich cach individual must do wiat he 
*© can for himoelf, ev the general wreck of the community. Butif there be 
“one mauamons you, who loyieg bis band upoo his heart, and pledging 
‘only the veracity of a gentleman, wiil-ay he does not think this a foul 


. 


‘* libel, lethim say so, But, i there be auy there, who, Soverned by the 
** more sacred obligation ofan oath, as judicial and binding that declara- 
** tiou, thipks it isa libel,- then pronounce this publication, as tL fe Lit 
‘my duty to pronounce it, a foul, atrecious, and malignant libel, 
* Whether i 30 appears to you, Gentlemen, you will say by your 
** verdict.” 

These two charges are, evidentiv, of opposite natares. Compare 


the issue to be tried, The one states 
the issue as itarises upon the record, The other, omitting this atoege- 
ther, states, in the place of it, that the Jury are to decide whether we 
are to live under the dominion of tibellers, or under the contien) and 
governnent of the law. The one gives the Jury a few plata directions, 
Calculated to maintain their minds impartial and telisthem that as to the 
vature of their verdict they want oo advice from him; the other, in place 
of these, substitutes observations on the canger of loaving libeHers un- 
checked, <A critic might contrast the d«finition and logical precision of 
the one, with the broken sentences, the interr gations and passionate 
ligures which abound ta the other, Ttis more to my purpose to observe 
that the one clearly states the issue, and leaves it to the Jury to decide ; 
and ti it the other assumes the point in question, the guilt of the accused 

and telis the Jury that, if they acquit the defe ad: int, they will say, bys 
their verdict, that society can stand with the a lowance of an unlimited 
liberty of libel; that the difference between the charges consists in the 
exclusion from one, and the inteoduction into the other, of observations 
which T have characterised as ultr: ijudicial, and that these instances 
illustrate my position, Tt will be to me the highest gratification, if, the 
publication of these observations should induce such of my fe How citi 
zens as may hereafter be called upon to decide on future prosecutions to 
study those trials which have taken place during the period before 
spoken of, and there to trace the rise and progress of the practice here con- 
demned; and if by the result ef such study they should be led (o reject 
in their decisions the consideration of all arguments by whomsoever 
urged; and if these humble but well-meant endeavours should contribu: 

to “the prese rvation of one innocent, whom ignorance or prejudice, of 


worse motives, may mark out as an object of prosecution. 
Farnricrus. 


them only io their statements of 
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